ANNOUNCEMENT

REGARDING THE CALL FOR LINCHING OF WOMEN IN BLACK
Civil society organizations strongly condemn the outrageous statement of Radomir Pocuca, spokesman of the anti-terrorist unit of the Ministry of Interior, which clearly was a call for lynching the anti - war, feminist organization Women in Black.

On the 26th March of 2014 Women in Black commemorated the fifteenth anniversary of the ethnic cleansing and expulsion of Albanian civilians committed by Serbian armed forces. Their expressed condolences to the families of the victims were followed by a call for lynching through Pocuca’s Facebook account.

What concerns the most is the fact that this call for lynching came from the representative of the official body of the Ministry of Interior which primary responsibility is the protection and safety of all citizens of the Republic of Serbia. Civil society organizations welcome the decision of the Ministry of Interior to distance itself from these statements and initiate disciplinary proceedings against Pocuca. We are hoping that henceforward state authorities will show a clear and unequivocal willingness to condemn similar behavior of public office holders.

Lawyers’ Committee for Human Rights - YUCOM filed a criminal complaint against Radomir Pocuca on suspicion of having committed a crimeof Racial and other discrimination. The predicted penalty for the offense of for whomever persecutes organisations or individuals due to their commitment for equality of all the people amounts 6 months to 5 years of imprisonment. 

We recall that Women in Black were also exposed to simmilar attacks three years ago, when attackers burst into their office and physically attacked their activists. The perpetrators have remained unidentified. We use this occation to draw attention to the need for faster and more effective reform of the security sector in order for Serbia to continues with the democratization and Euro-integration procceses. 

We invite all civil society organizations and citizens to support this announcement by the following addresses e - mail address: office@ceas-serbia.org and office@yucom.org.rs. 
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Association for personal training, education, development and empowerment - ALTERO

Women Space

Anima/ Centre for women and peace education – Kotor
Center for Youth Integration 

Association Dea Dia
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Gay-Lesbian Info Center 
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Urban In
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